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Catholic Schools Week 2011 celebrates the fact that Catholic 
schools are an added value (“a plus”) for the nation. Because of 
their traditionally high academic standards and high graduation 
rates, all supported by strong moral values, Catholic schools and 
their graduates make a positive contribution to American society. 
 
“Historically, Catholic schools are known for their high level of 
academic achievement, moral values and high graduation rates,” 
said Karen Ristau, president of the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA). “What may not be 
as widely recognized are the outstanding successes recorded by students of low-income families and students 
from the inner city. That’s certainly a plus for many portions of the American population.”  
  
Marie Powell, executive director of the Secretariat of Catholic Education at the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, noted: “This year nearly 30 percent of the nation’s 2.1 million Catholic school students 
come from minority populations. Enrollment of students who are not Catholic has increased to 14.5 percent, 
an indication that many diverse families seek the benefits of a quality education with moral underpinnings.”   

As part of Catholic Schools Week, National Appreciation Day For Catholic Schools will be observed 
Wednesday, Feb. 2nd. National Appreciation Day was established to encourage supporters nationwide to 

showcase to elected officials the great accomplishments and contributions of Catholic schools.  
 

(Excerpt from www.ncea.org) 
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